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CAPITAL’S OLYMPIC 

SWIMMERS HONOURED

Edinburgh’s premier swimming club has given the city’s Olympic heroes their highest award – making Kirsty Balfour, Gregor Tait and Ian Edmond life members.

Heart of Midlothian ASC decided to confer the honour on the three swimmers as they launched their bids for Olympic glory in recognition of their efforts in getting to Athens and because of the inspiration they provide to young swimmers.

Former Liberton High School pupil Kirsty joined Hearts at the age of 12 in 1996, moving rapidly through the club before joining the Edinburgh set-up under coach Tim Jones in 2000.

In an e-mail from her training camp, send to hearts president Diane Duguid just before they left for Athens, breaststroke specialist Kirsty (20) said: “I would be very honoured to accept the Life Membership. How exciting. My dad will be jealous I'm sure!

“Things are hotting up here, but we're all confident that we'll do well and bring honour to our nation. Thank you for all your support over the years and please pass on my thanks to the other members.”
Kirsty’s dad Scott, a former Liberton High maths teacher, is out in Athens to watch his daughter swim and is also a fine athlete. A Hearts member himself, he is the current world triathlon champion in the 55 – 60 age group.

In his e-mail to Diane, backstroker Gregor (25) said: “I would be honoured to accept this award from the club. I feel very proud to be honoured in this way and would be more happy to accept.

“Thank you very much for your words of support and I hope I can do everybody proud.”

Diane Duguid, Hearts President, said: "As Edinburgh's premier swimming club we felt it was only right to honour the city’s Olympians with life memberships.

 "They have all taken a keen interest in the club and its work to promote swimming for young people throughout Edinburgh and the Lothians.



 "In Kirsty's case her links with the club go back to when she was 12 years old. She has progressed from being a youngster at Hearts all the way to Athens and the Olympics.

"All three are proof to younger swimmers — and those who might want to take up swimming — of what dedication and talent can achieve. Hearts younger members have a lot to aim for.

"Their achievements in getting to Athens also means a lot to the many volunteers who give up their time to make Hearts the great club that it is.

 "We will be cheering Gregor, Ian and Kirsty on over the next few days as we know they will do very well."

Mrs Duguid said that the club felt it right to honour Kirsty and Gregor as Hearts members but also to give the same award to Ian (26) who is a member of the Warrender club but one of the three City of Edinburgh swimmers.

Ends

Further information from Diane Duguid: 0131 339 5029
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