Historical Corner

I don’t know if the Editor was mischievously handing me a “Poisoned Chalice” when he asked me to write the following article under the Historical corner heading, but let me state straight away, as a matter of self-preservation, that in no way whatsoever do I consider the subject to be historical, ancient or even old!!

The object of the article is to offer congratulations to our club Secretary, Joanna Maguire, on being awarded the prestigious “President’s Plate” at the Annual General Meeting of the East District of the SASA.

This trophy is presented annually at the sole discretion of the District President “to an individual who is considered to have made a notable contribution of service within the District.”  The trophy was originally presented to the District in 1982 by Colin Mackay, proprietor of Emslie Engraving, and past Hearts recipients of the award were Elspeth Wallace (1987) and Helen McLeod-Bain (1990).

As many members may not know Jo too well lets have a wee look into her past history.

She is an Edinburgh girl, lived in the Trinity area and was educated at St. Dennis’s School before setting off on many travels prior to taking up residence for a while at both Bristol and North Berwick before settling down in Duns for a number of years.  At Duns, and now with a young family, Andrew, Louise and William, she soon joined the local swimming club.  As we know only to well, Jo is not content to just be a Parent and enrol the children, she also wishes to offer her services to the Club, so, naturally Duns were delighted to accept her offer and before long she became Convenor of the Social Committee.  Unfortunately for Jo, there were no Committee Members so she became in charge of all Social activities on her own and I understand why she did an excellent job on all fronts.

Jo, as a Senior Radiographer at the Western General Hospital, returned to Edinburgh in 1991, and this was when she and her children became members of Hearts.  As already mentioned, Jo always feels the need to be involved, so when, during 1992, then the Club Secretary resigned, she immediately volunteered her services.  In amateur sport, when someone offers their services they are usually welcomed with open arms but when someone actually offers to take on such an important and onerous post as Club Secretary,-“Hallelujah”! you’ve struck gold!!

So much for her personal and Club background but what has she done for the East District to earn this reward, I hear you ask?

Well, first of all in 1992 she became a Club Delegate to the East District Meetings and to date has maintained an excellent record of attendance.   

Having become familiar with the workings of the District Association in 1994 she offered to take on the post of District Gala Officials Convenor.  Again, “Hallelujah”, - this was one post that everyone avoided like the plague and normally volunteers were as scarce as Eskimos in the Sahara Desert.!!  The post required the Convenor to appoint all officials for recognised Galas and Championships.  At that time, the fact that very frequently a fair percentage of those appointed did not bother to advise that they could not attend made no difference whatsoever, - if officials were not in attendance on the day it was all put down to the Convenor’s fault!  This was the most thankless of District posts and Jo was well advised of this beforehand, and I know this to be a fact as, I must confess, I was one who told her so.  However, undeterred by such sage advice, Jo decided to accept the challenge and proceeded to do a magnificent job until she resigned in 2000.  On a personal basis I would like to say that how she managed to maintain her equilibrium, temper, sense of humour and calm exterior for such an extended period of time, I have no idea whatsoever!!!

However, prior to her resignation in 1999 she had also been elected Secretary to the Lothian Region Swim Committee, but not being content with just that, in the same year, she also took on board the post of Meet Convenor for the Region’s Club Championships, a post which she continues to retain.  (For the benefit of members who may not yet be familiar with the East District Association, the references to Lothian Region do not refer to the actual Electoral “Lothian Region”.  There is also a Fife Region and a Border Region within the district confines.  For swimming purposes the Lothian Region includes all Clubs in Edinburgh and East, Mid and West Lothian.)

Now, you would be forgiven for thinking that, at this point, Jo had sufficient on her plate, but how wrong can you be ?  The lady is either a “Swimaholic” or a “glutton for punishment”, because during 2000 she also agreed to take on the job of Convenor of the East District Time Band Meets and has continued to do so for 2001 and 2002.

Not content with all the above District duties, during 2000 the SASA launched a new project “Flying Start” and of course required District volunteers to get it up and running.  Need I say anything ?  “You know who” immediately offered her services, with the result that she is now the East District Manager for the project.

I regret if this is becoming a little repetitive but her portfolio is not yet complete.  Another item on the AGM Agenda was “The Election of Office Bearers”, and guess what? “Oor Jo” was proposed as Assistant Secretary and needless to say, accepted the post!

As a past East District Secretary, I speak from personal experience when I say that I am only too well aware of the commitment and self-sacrifice required to ensure that the duties of the post you have undertaken are carried out to the high standard you have set yourself.  In Jo’s case, I know that irrespective of the post, the many and varied duties undertaken are always impeccably carried out in her usual calm and pleasant manner.

Our Club Secretary is now a very “weel-kent” and respected person within the District, and she has made a tremendous personal contribution to the successful administration of Swimming within the East District.

Many congratulations Jo, the Award is most thoroughly deserved!!!
