
This competition attracted another eight clubs from around Edinburgh and the Borders, which meant there was good opposition for our novice swimmers to compete against on home ground.

All swimmers were treated to demonstration swims in each stroke before these events from Rosa Brownlee and Claire Rankin

Hearts newest swimmers were given the opportunity to gain official times which will allow them to be entered for other competitions, and there was advice from the officials concerning the rules of the sport for the swimmers  if the need arose, without the disappointment of disqualification.

Many personal best times were posted and a ‘too fast’ swim in the 50m Butterfly for James Lowder which earned him a certificate and an official time to be entered for more senior competitions.

Medallists for Butterfly were Angus Johnstone (silver); Angus Farquhar (bronze); Jess McFadden (silver); Oran Hosey (silver)

Personal best times for the following in the Butterfly events:

Angus Farquhar 25m (-3.4s); Sam MacLeod 25m (-3.0s);Angus Johnston 25m (-3.2s); Caitlin Turner 50m (-22.0s – yes 22.0!); Jess McFadden 50m (-2.1s); Ellie Starkie 50m (-0.8s); Maarja-Lis Ferry 50m (-6.0s); Megan Gaskin 50m (-4.5s); Eleanor Walker-Stewart 50m (-4.5s); Ashley Owen 50m (-8.5s); Andrew Dunlop 50m (-1.0s)

Following a demonstration of the backstroke, the swimmers marshalled for this event. Again initial times were recorded for many of our newest swimmers and some more personal best (Pb) times were gained from the following (all 50m swims): Leona Porteous  (-11.0s); Alice Walker-Stewart (-3.0s); Rebecca Fyfe (-0.31s); Jane Neave (-3.7s); Sam McLeod (-2.9s); Michael Rankin (-1.5s); Angus Johnstone (-1.5s); Angus Farquhar (-0.5s); Olivia Marshall (-4.53s); Caitlin Turner (-2.18s); Ellie Starkie (-0.02s); Oran Hosey (-0.02s); Maarja-Lis Ferry (-4.3s); Ashley Owen (-6.46S); Megan Gaskin (-6.32s) Eleanor Walker-Stewart (-2.8s).

Medallists for Backstroke were: Jane Neave (bronze); Angus  Farquhar (silver); Angus Johnstone (bronze); Ellie Starkie (gold); Oran Hosey (bronze); Eleanor Walker-Stewart (silver); James Lowder (gold).

After lunch and a chance to catch some rays of sunshine on one of the hottest days so far this year - both in and out of the pool, Rosa and Claire demonstrated the Breaststroke before the breaststroke events began

Medallists for breaststroke (all 50m) were: Lexie Waller (silver); Angus Farquhar (gold); Oran Hosey (gold)

Personal best (Pb) times: Lexie Waller (-5.82s); Rebecca Fyfe (-0.5s); Leona Porteous (-15.81s); Rebecca Kay (0.25s); Alice Walker-Stewart (-6.05s); Angus Farquhar (-0.10s); Angus Johnstone (-3.03s); Sam McLeod (-5.86s); Michael Rankin (-1.11s); Sofia McCorkindale (-0.04s); Caitlin Turner (-1.65s); Oran Hosey (-1.67s); Megan Gaskin (-1.22s); Ashley Owen (-4.85s); Maarja-Lis Ferry (-4.83); Andrew Dunlop (-5.39s); James Lowder (-8.35s)

With Rosa and Claire wowing the crowds with their final demonstration of the day – that being the Freestyle, the swimmers were looking forward to swimming in their last event of the day before the finale.

Here our medallists were: Jane Neave (bronze) who equalled her Pb; Ellie Starkie (silver) and  Oran Hosey (bronze - 2.90s Pb)

Personal best times were achieved by: Leona Porteous (-5.44s); Alice Walker-Stewart (-6.24s); Rebecca Fyfe (-1.30s); Angus Johnstone (-4.74s); Sam McLeod (-6.04s); Michael Rankin (-60.00s!!!); Olivia Marshall (-0.85s); Ashley Owen (-4.57s); Megan Gaskin (-0.79s); Maarja-Lis Ferry (-3.77s) and Andrew Dunlop (-3.25s)

And finally…The finale!

Only two teams were able to field a cannon relay team. But still a race none the less and there to be won!! This is where one girl and one boy from each age group are chosen to swim in a relay – in this case 6x25m freestyle. The two teams were the ‘old firm’ of Edinburgh swimming clubs- Warrender and Hearts.  This was a well-fought relay that began with Hearts leading the way for the first half of the race, but Warrender soon caught up to give Hearts more of a challenge! Hearts managed to stay in the lead to take the title by just 0.54seconds! Our Gold-winning team consisted of: Lexie Waller, Angus Johnstone, Ellie Starkie, Oran Hosey, Eleanor Walker-Stewart and James Lowder.

Well done to those swimmers who competed, perhaps for the first time outside a ‘Hearts-only’ gala.  New times were posted from Rebecca Inglis, Taylor Learmonth, Sofia McCorkindale, Corrine O’Neil, Lucy Kay, Rhona Fraser, Niamh Westwood, Oran Hosey and James Lowder (both fly)

Thanks to Rosa Brownlee and Claire Rankin for their demonstrations and to Stuart Forbes for his excellent commentary!

Zoe Gray (Group 4 Coach)
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